
PROPOSED BYLAWS 
of the 

Gun Owners Caucus of the Texas Democratic Party 
 

 
Article I – Name 
 
The full name of the organization is the Gun Owners Caucus of the Texas Democratic Party, hereafter 
referred to as the Caucus. 
 
Article II – Mission 
 
The mission of the Caucus, through its members and activities, is to represent the political interests and 
views of Democratic gun owners in the State of Texas.  The Caucus seeks to fulfill this mission by the 
following means: 
 

 Providing opportunities for Democratic supporters of gun owners’ rights to seek political 
appointments or elected office, paid or unpaid. 

 Providing networking and meeting opportunities for Democrats who support the full range of 
gun ownership rights. 

 Educating elected officials and the general public on legislation and other matters of interest to 
hunters, sportsmen, and other gun owners in Texas. 

 Promoting support within the Texas Democratic Party for the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms as expressed in the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article 1, 
Section 23 of the Texas Constitution. 

 Affirming that civilian ownership of firearms is essential to the preservation of civil rights and 
civil liberties for all Americans. 

 
The Caucus will support Democrats who have been elected to hold public office within the State of Texas 
as well as Texas Democrats in the United States House of Representatives, the United States Senate, and 
the Office of the President of the United States.  The Caucus will also serve to promote Democratic 
candidates for public office as well as the Texas Democratic Party itself. 
 
Article III – Membership 
 
Membership in the Caucus shall be limited to those registered to vote in the State of Texas who support 
the Constitutional right of the people to keep and bear arms as their conscience dictates, who furnish 
evidence of having voted in at least one Texas Democratic Party primary election within the past four 
years, who affirm allegiance to the mission of the Caucus as stated in Article II, and who contribute 
annual dues to the Caucus. 
 
The Caucus shall make no discrimination against members of the Caucus on the basis of race, color, 
gender, religion, creed, sexual orientation or identity, ethnic or national origin, age, disability, social or 
economic status, or marital status. 
 
Article IV – Officers 
 
The officers of the Caucus shall be a Chair, a Vice-Chair, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. Officers shall 
perform the duties ordained by the Bylaws and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the Caucus. 



 
Article V – Authority, Duties, and Terms of Officers 
 
The Chair shall serve as the spokesperson of the Caucus, preside at all regular Executive Committee 
meetings, advise the Executive Committee and the membership on all matters pertinent and vital to the 
welfare of the Texas Democratic Party and the Caucus, appoint standing and special committee chairs 
with the advice and consent of the Executive Committee, serve as an ex officio voting member of all 
committees within the Caucus, prepare the agenda for all regular Executive Committee meetings in 
cooperation with the Secretary, and assume responsibility for external affairs involving the Caucus. 
 
The Vice-Chair shall preside over all regular Executive Committee meetings in the absence of the Chair, 
assume responsibility for the internal affairs of the Caucus, and perform other duties as shall be assigned 
by the Executive Committee. 
 
The Secretary shall record and distribute the minutes of all meetings of the Executive Committee, prepare 
the agenda for all regular Executive Committee meetings in cooperation with the Chair, maintain a 
current roster of the names and contact information of all members of the Caucus, serve as official 
custodian of all historical records and correspondence of the Caucus, maintain an updated record of all 
standing rules and resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee and/or the membership, preside 
over all regular Executive Committee meetings in the absence of both the Chair and the Vice-Chair, and 
perform other duties as shall be assigned by the Executive Committee. 
 
The Treasurer shall collect and disburse the funds of the Caucus as directed by the Executive Committee, 
maintain an updated account of all receipts and disbursements, submit financial reports in writing to the 
Executive Committee and the membership at all Executive Committee meetings, and submit all statutory 
records to the Texas Ethics Commission whenever applicable in accord with the operation of a registered 
political action committee. All funds for the Caucus shall be kept by the Treasurer in a financial 
institution approved by the Executive Committee. 
 
Each officer of the Caucus shall be elected to serve for a term of two years or until a successor is elected at 
the next Election Meeting as specified in Article VII.  The term for an officer shall expire at the next 
Election Meeting. 
 
Article VI – Executive Committee 
 
The governing body of the Caucus shall be the Executive Committee, which derives its authority and 
responsibilities from the membership. The Executive Committee shall have authority to transact business 
on behalf of the Caucus between statewide meetings. 
 
The Executive Committee shall be comprised of the officers of the Caucus as well as a representative from 
each regional chapter in the event that said regional chapters are established. 
 
The Executive Committee may appoint standing and special committees to serve the Caucus, and may 
delegate any of its powers to said committees with advice and consent from the general membership. 
 
The Executive Committee may occasionally create guidelines regarding Caucus membership that clarify 
the intent of the organization to represent Democratic gun owners in Texas, and shall have the power to 
deny or terminate an individual’s membership in the Caucus by means of a two-thirds vote by Executive 
Committee members. 
 
Duties and responsibilities of standing and special committees not defined in these bylaws shall be 
established by the Executive Committee. 



 
Article VII – Membership Meetings 
 
The Caucus shall hold no less than one Executive Committee Meeting on even-numbered years.  If only 
one Executive Committee Meeting is held on an even-numbered year, it shall be held at the Texas 
Democratic Party State Convention.  The Executive Committee Meeting at the Texas Democratic Party 
State Convention is hereafter referred to as the Election Meeting. 
 
The Caucus shall also hold no less than one Executive Committee Meeting on odd-numbered years, and 
shall hold additional meetings at other such times as called by the Chair or by a majority of the Executive 
Committee. 
 
All members of the Caucus shall be notified of the time, date, and location of Executive Committee 
Meetings and other membership meetings by telephone, electronic mail, or post at least 14 days before 
the date of the meeting. 
 
The Election Meeting shall be held for the purpose of electing officers, receiving reports from officers and 
any committees, and any other pertinent business that may arise. 
 
Article VIII – Nominations, Elections, and Vacancies 

 
Nominations for election as an officer of the Caucus for a two-year term shall be entertained and voted 
upon at the biennial Election Meeting.  All elections shall be by a majority vote, provided a quorum is 
present in accordance with Article X. 
 
Whenever possible, nominees for Vice-Chair must be of the opposite gender of the person elected Chair. 
 
All members of the Caucus in good standing are entitled to vote at any Executive Committee Meeting, 
and any member of the Caucus in good standing is eligible for election to office within the Caucus. 
 
The phrase “in good standing” shall indicate that a member of the Caucus fulfills the prerequisites of 
Article III, including current payment of dues, and does not warrant parliamentary discipline as provided 
for in Article IX. 
 
A vacancy is created when a member of the Executive Committee dies, resigns, or is terminated from 
membership under the provisions of Article VI.  In the event of a vacancy, the Executive Committee shall 
appoint a member of the Caucus to fill the vacancy until the next Executive Committee meeting, at which 
time nominations shall be entertained and voted upon to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the two-
year term.   
 
Article IX – Parliamentary Rules of Order 
 
The Rules of the Texas Democratic Party and the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall 
govern the Caucus in all applicable situations. 
 
The Caucus also reserves the right to adopt any special rules of order for itself provided such rules do not 
violate Robert’s Rules of Order and/or the Rules of the Texas Democratic Party.  The presiding officer may, 
if desired, may appoint a parliamentarian for any Caucus membership meeting. 



 
Article X – Quorum 
 
All Caucus members who are qualified under Article III of these Bylaws who attend the Election Meeting 
shall constitute a quorum at each Election Meeting.  The quorum at other Executive Committee Meetings 
shall be a simple majority of members of the Executive Committee. 
 
A quorum must be present throughout the meeting to transact the business of the Caucus.  In the absence 
of a quorum, there shall be no business transacted, except for reports and concluding business previously 
approved. 
 
Article XI – Endorsements 
 
The Caucus may endorse candidates and issues in any election submitted to the electorate for a vote.  
Candidates affiliated with the Democratic Party shall be the only candidates eligible for endorsement by 
the Caucus in partisan elections. 
 
The Executive Committee shall assume responsibility for preparing any lists of candidates and/or issues 
to be submitted to the Caucus membership for endorsement consideration.  The Executive Committee 
shall not be obligated to select every item or race on a ballot, but may choose only those items and/or 
races deemed by the Executive Committee to be appropriate for consideration. 
 
The Executive Committee shall adopt the rules of procedure prior to submitting the proposed 
endorsements to members of the Caucus for approval.  At its discretion, the Executive Committee may 
require candidates for endorsement to complete a questionnaire or appear before a screening committee 
as a prerequisite for endorsement.  The Executive Committee must approve the contents of any Caucus 
questionnaire. 
 
Endorsements shall be approved by Caucus membership either at a properly-called Executive Committee 
Meeting, by an approved electronic mail ballot, or by an approved postal mail ballot. 
 
A majority vote of the Caucus members present at the Executive Committee Meeting shall be necessary 
for a candidate or issue for endorsement to receive the endorsement of the Caucus.  A situation of no 
endorsement is permitted, and recommendations to vote against a ballot issue or to withhold a vote for a 
candidate are also permitted.  
 
Article XII – Amendment of Bylaws 
 
The Bylaws of the Caucus may only be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Caucus members present at 
the Election Meeting, provided that all such amendments shall have been previously submitted for 
review at an Executive Committee Meeting and subsequently made available for review by all Caucus 
members no less than 30 days prior to the Election Meeting. 
 
At any other Executive Committee Meeting, the Bylaws may also be temporarily amended by a two-
thirds vote of the Executive Committee, provided that the entire Executive Committee must vote on such 
an amendment, and also provided that each member of the Executive Committee shall receive written 
notice of any proposed amendments, including the full text of said amendments, at least 14 days in 
advance of an Executive Committee Meeting at which said amendments are to be considered. 
 
All temporary amendments shall be considered binding and in effect until the next Election Meeting, at 
which point all such temporary amendments shall be presented for permanent approval. 
 



Article XIII – Enacted 
 
These Bylaws are enacted and approved by the general membership of the Gun Owners Caucus of the 
Texas Democratic Party, as attested by the Chair and Vice-Chair, on the ____________________ day of 
___________________, Anno Domini 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair       Vice-Chair 
Gun Owners Caucus of the    Gun Owners Caucus of the 
Texas Democratic Party     Texas Democratic Party 
  


